CIVIL AIR PATROL


South Carolina Wing








To:  New Senior Member Pilots





In order to become a CAP Pilot, you must do the following:





1.	Have your membership card and complete Level 1 Training.





2.	Have a CAP uniform - service uniform, flight suit, jumpsuit (often called the “Smurf suit”), or BDU’s.  This uniform must be in compliance with CAPM 39-1 (the uniform manual).





3.	Obtain a copy of the regulation CAPR 60-1 and changes available on the internet.  A checkride package is also available on the internet – go to National HQ’s home page, go under Directorates, then under Stan-Eval and you should find the checkride package as an Adobe Acrobat Reader file.  You can also take the Form 5 written interactively on the internet.  Read and understand the regulations and take the test before your Form 5 checkride.





4.	Fill out the following forms that are contained in package:


•	CAP Form 5 - fill out pertinent blanks just before checkout


•	Statement of Understanding


•	Questionnaire on Civil Air Patrol Aircraft


Pilot Data Summary Sheet – obtain from your squadron





5.	Make copies of all your pilot records:


•	FAA Pilot Certificate(s)


•	FAA Medical Certificate


•	Civil Air Patrol Membership Card


•	Any other documentation such as FAA Wings cards, etc.


•	Documentation of last BFR from logbook


•	Copy the last page of your logbook





6.	Make arrangements with a Flight Operations Officer to schedule a checkride with a CAP Check Pilot. You also need to find out the exact aircraft that you will be checked out in, i.e. C-172N or C-172P, etc.  For initial checkouts, you have to have a Form 5 and Questionnaire on Civil Air Patrol Aircraft in each type of plane; i.e., Cessna 172, Cessna 172XP, Cessna 182, Cessna 182RG in order to fly them.  After initial checkout, only one checkride is required on an annual basis.  To fly the XP or the 182, your annual Form 5 must be in the “higher” aircraft.  





7.	Checkrides can be done at Flight Clinics where CAP will often cover the aircraft expense (A7 mission symbol).  Otherwise, you must pay for the fuel and the maintenance fee for your checkride (B18 mission symbol).





8.	Just before the checkride, make sure that you have obtained the information about flying the plane assigned to the squadron and that you understand the procedures.  A thorough understanding of flight release procedures is required.  Always feel free to ask if you have any questions.





Please make 3 copies of all records before the checkride and ensure that the Check Pilot signs all copies of the Form 5.  It is your responsibility to get copies of all records to the your Flight Operations Officer, to the SC Wing Director of Operations, your squadron records and a copy for yourself.  �


Remember, it is the pilot’s responsibility to know and thoroughly understand the regulations.  Please ask if you have questions.�


Once you’ve satisfactorily passed the CAPF 5, you need to fill out a CAPF 2a to request your CAP aeronautical rating.  Once this is approved, you’re authorized to wear CAP wings on your uniform.














